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In the new anti-imperialist world which began in the forties {1840s],
emphasis shifted, where empire had to be maintained, from islands to
continents, from tropical to temperate climates, from plantations of
blacks to settlements of whites.

Eric Williams, 19441

In the entry on George Fife Angas in the Australian Dictionary of Biography we

read:
By 1822, Angas was carrying the main burden of his father’s large
establishment at Newcastle, with branches in British ports, the West
Indies and Spanish America. In 1824 he moved to London to form the
shipping business of G.F. Angas & Co. Next year he nearly
overreached himself in bubble speculations, but recovered with his
father’s help.

Here were foundational facts to interrogate: how could Angas contribute to

the South Australian Company? Part of his investment derived from his

tamily’s wage-slaves who crafted furniture out of Honduran mahogany

harvested by chattel-slaves,® while a portion came from participating in the
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Fife Angas, Father and Founder of South Australia, London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1896, p.31, who
implies a year or two earlier.
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Atlantic trades that equipped the slave economies, as he could boast in
September 1822: “...probably we have sent as great a quantity of British goods
out during the past year as any of the Bay merchants, one excepted.”* Two
years later, he became a ‘shipper’, going deeper into that triangular trade.
Because his father had accumulated a hoard from like sources, he was able to
rescue George Fife from ruin after 1825.

Like every venture, the invasion of South Australia was weaned on the
slave system.® The compensation money flowed to the other colonies.® The
Institute of Biography should set a researcher to track through the on-line
volumes of the Australian Dictionary of Biography using keywords such as
‘planter” and Jamaica to compile a list of names to match against the
University College’s listing of recipients. That method will not capture those
who inherited from maternal forebears or through marriage.

Erwin Hodder’s praise for Angas’s 1822-3 campaign to free 200-300
Indian slaves along the Mosquito Coast” gives no hint of the Africans for
whose emancipation Angas would receive £6,345 6s in compensation after
1833.8 Without company files and private papers we can but guess why his
concern for the Indians did not preclude his ownership of as many Africans.
Did the logging methods of the Indians’ ‘owners’ threaten his profits? Did he
expect to convert the Indians more readily than his own chattels? Whatever

the reasoning, his conscience did not run to manumission.’

Nigel Bolland and Assad Shoman, Land in Belize, 1765-1871, Kingston, I.S.E.R. University of the West
Indies, 1977.
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Angas was not the only beneficiary from dealing in ‘living tools” to
promote the Company. Two Montefiore brothers involved themselves with
the early years of the Province: Jamaica-born Jacob (1801-95) and Joseph
Barrow (1803-93).1° The surviving third of the Barbados Naval Office Records
between 1781 and 1806 show that their father, Eliezer, had traded 211 slaves
to Demerara and Belize.!! The brothers signed compensation claims as
trustees for three children of a tenant in tail; No. 2374 for £386 was granted
but no. 2029 for £514 12s was not. (Sir) Moses Montefiore, recorded in his
diary on 7 May 1835, that he had

called at Downing Street on the Right Hon. Spring-Rice, Chancellor of

the Exchequer. I was immediately admitted and received by him in a

most friendly manner. I thanked him for having, at my request,

appointed Jacob Montefiore one of Her Majesty’s Commissioners for
the Colonisation of South Australia. The Chancellor spoke of the many
new schemes now afloat of Companies of small capital, and said he
would always be glad to see me."
As he was on 23 August 1835 when Montefiore returned with his regular
partner and in-law, Nathan Rothschild,?® to contract for the £15m. loan,
equivalent to forty percent of the British budget, which the government
needed to compensate the slave-owners.!* Jacob visited Adelaide in June 1843

and again in 1854.%% Joseph spent thirteen years in New South Wales until his
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1841 bankruptcy, which saw his return to London, before taking up residence
in Adelaide between 1846 and 1860.¢

Following the Company’s money trail leads to the retired financier and
Dissenter, Samuel Mills, who had put up most of the £23,000 contributed by
early November 1835, and who could offer £120,000 in 1841 to take over the
Company debt. Mills had made his millions from the London Assurance
Co.,'” which flourished on marine insurance for slave goods and against fire
in the sugar refineries along the West India Dock.!8

Other South Australians to receive compensation included the poet
Fidelia Hill, who inherited an estate in Jamaica where she lived with her
husband, Robert, between 1830 and 1835, from whence, flush with
compensation, they moved to Adelaide ‘on the understanding that [he]
would be given a position.” The Creole Edward Stirling (1804-73) arrived with
a remittance of £1,000 in 1838 to cut a huge figure in mining and pastoral
endeavours, serve in the Legislative Council, take a hand in the colony’s
constitution, father Sir John Lancelot and Sir Edward Charles, and have a
small municipality named after him in the Adelaide Hills. With compensation
funds, the two sons of Neill Malcolm set up Poltalloch cattle station after 1838,
expecting to resettle tenants cleared off the Clan estates in Argyllshire. ! Sir
Robert Dalrymple Ross (1828-87), an inheritor from his father’s slaves in St
Vincent, became treasurer and Speaker in the House of Assembly from 1881
until his death. The sixth governor, Sir James Fergusson, inherited from
absentee slave-owners.? By way of contrast, a West Indian seaman, James

Gordon, convicted at Port Adelaide in 1837 of stealing a watch, was
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transported from the free colony to serve his seven-year sentence in the penal
one across the border.?!

Less directly, but more pervasively, financing the trade in slave-
produced goods, more than the slave trade itself, called forth the regime of
credit pivotal for the revolution inside capital.?? For like the Tobacco Lords of
Glasgow before 1778,% and like Jane Austin’s Reverend father, gentlemen did
not need to trade in human cargoes or to own slaves — as did the Gladstones
and the Barings - in order to benefit from the system.? That bloodline
explains why the free-trade British cotton-millers had to support the slave-
holders revolt in the early 1860s.

The Faustian bargain struck by capitalists between indulgence and
accumulation® allowed space for slave-based fortunes to endow the
theological Hibbert Journal and the Codrington Library, All Souls College,
Oxford, as well as many a stately home besides Fontill Abbey and Bromley
Hill Place. Inheritor of wealth from the West Indies along with the Lascelles
peerage, the seventh Earl of Harewood directed the 1988 Adelaide Festival of
the Arts.?® As Walter Benjamin remarks: “There is no document of civilisation
which is not at the same time a document of barbarism.”” “The glory that was
Greece/ And the grandeur that was Rome” were paid for out of dehumanising

toil, from which the Athens of the South was not to be exempt.
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