The Rich in the
Depression

DOMESTIC SERVICE IN WOOLLAHRA DURING THE DEPRESSION YEARS, 1928-1934

DREW COTTLE

There has been a common response when interviewing elderly working people
about there experiences during the Depression: the working people indeed
suffered, but the rich continued, as before, to remain the rich. Or, as one
ex-domestic remarked, "To the rich there was no depression" (D.Shaw, conv-
ersation, 12.5.1976). One could brush this remark aside as yet another myth
about the Depression...On the other hand, the remark could be taken as a fact

and investigated.

The following investigation is based on interviews with a number of people
who had been domestic servants in the homes of the Woollahra wealthy during
the Depression. Their testimony is a stimulating glimpse of how this elite
fared at a time of "equal sacrifice". In addition, it provides for an account
of the daily life and outlook of Sydney domestic servants, the social history
of a strata of workers, mainly women, which had been all but neglected in

other tracts on the Depression.

BOWYANG

work on changing australia

vol.1 no.]








































AL
320. GG4
BOW .

BOWYANG

work on changing australia

- ok i 2m

4 HOLIDAT QUESTION FOR SPORTSMEX.
THe DiING BEAR: I am a good Australion. What are yYOU?"

N.L. Howlett, Shooting Koalas in Queensland, $2 oo
1927
lSSN 0156.8116 K. Tsokhas, Soviet Commercial Interest in e
Australia
D. Cottle, The Sydney Rich in the
Depression o ® ®
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