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And what after 19887 Will academe grow bored with Australia The Bear bu COU|dn.t Buy

and return to living out its exile from what it conceives as the
centres of civilisation and power? Or will the Bicentennial Project

underwrite a continuing exploration? For Bowyang the question does Shootin g Koa'as in Queenslcn d:] 927

not exist. Work on changing Australia will proceed.

N.LHOWLETT

The fur trade was a thriving business in Queensland, early in
the twentieth century. TIts prize commodity was the coat of the koala
bear. By the 1920s the fur frontier was well established with regular
open seasons for both possums and koalas. The killings were massive.

Bears were trapped, shot or potsoned in hundreds of thousands.

A drive for protection of the bears mounted in the twenties,
underscored by a variety of motivations, commercial to envirowmental.
The koalas got some breathing space. 4 new campaign for an open
season was worked up in 1927. It was reinfoveed by the pressures of
unemployment and a depressed econcmy. Nearly all the skins taken were
exported to the U.5.4. for auction to the intermational fashion houses,
Open season veturned, temporarily, to help substitute for velief pay-
ments. The public debate that flared again would ultimately decide
in favour of the little bear, but too late to prevent the slaughter
of that year.






























